The availability of allograft skin for large scale medical emergencies in the United States.
Mass injury events present a unique medical challenge. Effective communications and coordination of resources including trained personnel as well as supplies and equipment are critical in these emergent situations. In the U.S., the availability of allograft skin plays a lifesaving role in treatment of burn injuries. Maintaining an adequate and readily available supply of this precious resource is critical for treatment of multiple injuries in the event of a national emergency. Allograft skin has historically been a local resource but contraction and consolidation of tissue banks has given rise to a small number of more nationally focused skin suppliers. While distinctly separate and essentially competing entities, these organizations come together in times of crisis to serve patients in need. Emergency preparations must include the ability to monitor and coordinate the capabilities of these organizations to supply lifesaving tissue grafts in times of national and global disasters.